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Blacklick Creek Watershed
Association meets at 7 PM on the
3rd Thursday of each month,
unless there is a holiday or other
extenuating circumstance.
For more information on where
and when we meet, visit our
website at
www.blacklickcreekwatershed.org

Become a Member:

Name:
________________________________
Street Address:
___________________________________
City: __________________________
State: _________________________
Zip Code: ______________________
Phone Number: _________________
Email Address:
___________________________________

Membership Levels:
Individual - $10
Family - $25
Individual Life - $100
Make check payable to:
Blacklick Creek Watershed Association
297 Sarah Street
Homer City PA 15748
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AMD & Art 'Great Map' Mosaic
Just down the road from the historic Eliza Furnace, located on Vintondale’s Main Road and heading down the
Ghost Town Trail, is the Great Map. The Great Map is a large mosaic inspired by the original 1923 Sanborn Insurance
Map of the Vinton Colliery. Framing the map are 131 granite tiles, 54 of which are laser-etched with community
images, newspaper headlines and text. This unique piece of art was created in connection with the AMD & Art Project
which ran from 1994 through 2005.
As explained by a sign donated by the Indiana County Parks and Trails, the Sanborn Map was a publisher of
detailed maps of U.S. cities and towns in the 19th and 20th centuries. The maps contained detailed information about
properties and individual buildings in these cities and towns.
Over the years, the weather had some damaging effects on the mosaic. The artist of the mosaic was contacted in
2016 about the possibility of repairing the mosaic. She was more than willing to make the repairs. However, with the
artist living in Philadelphia, a visit to the site was not easy to arrange. After multiple travel attempts, we finally
succeeded this August.
Across the trail from the Great Map is the Mine No. 6 portal which is a reconstructed 6 x 12 foot mine portal
entrance with an image of men in the middle of a shift change emerging from the portal on a large sheet of laseretched granite.

Damaged Mosaic

Laser-etched Tile

Repaired Mosaic

Mine No. 6 Portal

Website Reboot and IUP Students
During IUP’s Spring 2018 semester, BCWA had the chance to be a part of an IUP Website Design/ Development
Course working with students from the Department of Information Systems. We love our current website
(http://www.blacklickcreekwatershed.org/) but the software that we host it through is a bit outdated and not easy to
use. Throughout the semester, BCWA worked with a group of three students to brainstorm website ideas and
create a rough draft of a new website.
The students had limited time to produce an entirely new website, so there’s still some work to be done. We
hope to get the new website up and running within the next few months. It will be hosted through WordPress, a
very popular and user-friendly website developing program. Stay tuned for these very exciting developments!
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BCWA Outreach
Over the summer, BCWA has participated in a few different outreach events.
BCWA set up a booth at Blairsville’s Knotweed Festival in August and IUP’s
Community Involvement Fair in September. We also planned to attend the
Hoodlebug Festival in Homer City, but we were unfortunately rained out. We
enjoyed meeting the many interested community members!
In the future, BCWA hopes to provide even more ways for the community to get
involved in the organization. If you are interested in participating in a trail/ stream
cleanup or if you would be interested in assisting with water monitoring, please
email bcwapa@gmail.com so that we can put you on the volunteer contact list.

QHUP Growing Greener Application
With the tremendous assistance and support from the Hedin Environmental group and the sponsorship of the
Indiana County Conservation District, we have submitted a Growing Greener Grant with the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) to develop a Qualified Hydrologic Unit Plan (QHUP) for the Yellow Creek subwatershed of the Blacklick Creek Watershed. The Yellow Creek flows southwest from its headwaters near Heilwood to
its confluence with Two Lick Creek in Homer City.
This project will support improving water quality and remediating environmental degradation by providing an
updated, inclusive analysis of the AMD impacts in the watershed with the goal to develop a QHUP. The focus of this
project is to expand on the existing watershed plan and work closely with DEP staff to collect data, develop goals,
complete modelling, conduct cost/benefit analyses, and ensure that information collected can be used to determine
QHUP status. The goal of the project is to establish the Yellow Creek Watershed as a QHUP so that it becomes eligible
to receive Title IV Set-Aside funds to abate and treat AMD.
In addition to the GG Grant submission for the Yellow Creek Watershed QHUP, another GG Grant has been
submitted through our sponsor Stream Restoration Incorporated to rehabilitate the Richards Passive Treatment
System, which is an existing passive treatment system built in 1999 that is being utilized to treat abandoned mine
drainage (AMD) which, if not treated, would cause further degradation to Two Lick Creek.

Richards Growing Greener Application
In July, the BCWA and Stream Restoration Incorporated (SRI) submitted a PA DEP Growing Greener application
to rehabilitate the Richards Passive Treatment system complex. The system consist of three vertical flow ponds
(VFP) identified as VFP1, VFP2A and VFP2B, that were constructed in 1999 to treat an abandoned mine discharge
from the sealed Egypt Mine, which was discharging to the upper section of Two Lick Creek. In general, the system
has performed well over its 19-year life. Over the last few years, the system has required more frequent maintenance
that has been conducted through Stream Restoration Incorporated’s O&M Technical Assistance Program. The last
major maintenance event was performed in May 2017. Permeability of the VFP media has decreased to a point that
the system is bypassing a large portion of the mine discharge during high flows.
In order to rehabilitate the Richards system, the following has been proposed:
• After flowing underneath SR-403, the water will enter a pool to split the flow between Richards 1 and Richards 2
instead of utilizing the existing piping and valve system to balance flows.
• A Terraced Iron Formation (TIF) (aka Oxidation Precipitation Channel) will be used to convey the flow from the
pool to each system. The TIF is expected to promote low pH iron removal which should reduce O&M needs and
potentially lengthen the life span of the system.
• VFP1 will be replaced by a Jennings-style (mixed media) Vertical Flow Pond (JVFP1) consisting of 2,000 tons of
limestone, 370 CY of mushroom compost, and 1,100 CY of woodchips.
• VFP2A & VFP2B will be replaced and reconfigured as one larger Jennings-style (mixed media) Vertical Flow Pond
(JVFP2) consisting of 3,350 Tons of limestone, 620 CY of mushroom compost, and 1,860 CY of woodchips.
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Richards Growing Greener Application Continued
• The spent media from three VFPs will be place and spread evenly in the existing Settling Pond 1 to be used as a low
permeability liner and a new outlet pipe will be installed.
• The Settling Pond/Wetland Complex of the Richards 2 system will be reconfigured utilizing PVC Z-piling as
directional flow barriers to maximize retention time.
The Egypt Mine discharge is one of the largest discharges in the upper section of Two Lick Creek. The PA Fish
and Boat Commission classifies the stream as a Trout Stocking Fishery. A reproducing trout population is located
below the treatment system.

Yellow Creek Project Maintenance
The Yellow Creek Project consists of five passive treatment systems, with the oldest being constructed in 1999 and
the newest constructed in 2004. All five of the systems needed maintenance. Blacklick Creek Watershed Association
(BCWA) contacted Stream Restoration Inc. (SRI) to see if funding from their Passive Treatment Operation &
Maintenance Technical Assistance Program was available. This program is funded by a grant from the Department
of Environmental Protection’s Growing Greener Program and a grant from the Foundation for Pennsylvania
Watersheds. A site walk with a representative from SRI was conducted to inspect the systems and funding for the
maintenance was approved.
The five passive treatment systems are identified as 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B and 2C. Each of the vertical flow ponds (VFP)
were drained, and the organic layer was inspected and mixed. Additional work included:
• System 1A required that vegetation be removed from the “U” shaped channel to improve the flow from the collection
pond to the VFP.
• Vegetation was also removed from systems from a channel that leads to the stream from system 1A/1B settling
ponds.
• System 1B required that the ponds water level be adjusted and the intake unclogged.
• Systems 2A and 2B treat the same discharge. The discharge is piped to a splitter box which divides the water
between systems 2A and 2B. The inlet to the pipe was partially clogged and needed cleaned, also a brake in the pipe
was repaired and the splitter box was repaired.
• Additional work on system 2C included unfreezing the valves and removing vegetation from the VFP.
Four out of the five treatment systems are operating. During a heavy rain several years ago coal refuse washed into
system 2C settling pond. We have requested assistance from a local power plant to remove and dispose of the
material. Hopefully this will occur shortly and the 2C system will be operating again. BCWA thanks SRI and their
contractor BioMost for their help in maintaining the systems.

YC1A Settling Pond with
Suspended Aluminum

YC2A Compost Removed and
Drying

YC2C Settling Pond Partially
Filled with Coal Refuse

