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Name:
________________________________ 
Street Address:
___________________________________ 
City: __________________________ 
State: _________________________ 
Zip Code: ______________________ 
Phone Number: _________________ 
Email Address:  
___________________________________ 

 
Make check payable to: 

Blacklick Creek Watershed Association 
297 Sarah Street 

Homer City PA 15748 
 

Become a Member:  
Membership Levels:  

Individual - $10 
Family - $25 

Individual Life - $100

Blacklick Creek Watershed 
Association meets at 7 PM on the 

3rd Thursday of each month, 
unless there is a holiday or other 

extenuating circumstance.  
 

For more information on where 
and when we meet, visit our 

website at 
www.blacklickcreekwatershed.org
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History of Blacklick Creek 
Watershed Association (BCWA)
     During the planning and construction of the Ghost Town Trail, it became obvious that the Blacklick Creek was 
severely polluted by acid mine drainage. Jim and Laurie Lafontaine extended an open invitation to any interested 
community members and local groups to meet at Pine Ridge Park to discuss Blacklick Creek. A group of local residents 
(Joan Hawk, Jim Lafontaine, Janis Long, and Ted Pluchinsky) then gathered to discuss what could be done to clean up 
the streams. As a result of these meetings, Blacklick Creek Watershed Association (BCWA) was formed in 1993, as a 
non-profit, 501C3 organization. At inception, the primary focus was addressing the problems of acid mine drainage 
(AMD). BCWA's first President, Jim Lafontaine, lead the organization through the early, formative first five years 
(1993- 1998) laying the organizational foundation and structure, which was highlighted by the watershed hosting a 
statewide AMD conference in 1996. His tenure as president gave way to Dr. Robert Eppley (Environmental Scientist, 
PhD, Chemistry). Dr. Eppley became very instrumental in securing and managing a number of DEP Growing Greener 
and other grants, resulting in the construction of a series of successful passive AMD treatment systems. These efforts 
culminated in the watershed receiving the PaDEP Governors Award for Environmental Excellence. These systems 
remain in existence today and stand as Dr. Eppley's legacy of being a tireless, environmental advocate for the 
Blacklick Creek Watershed Association. 
      BCWA worked with many diverse partners to complete several projects. Some of those partners include the DEP, 
PA Game Commission, PA Fish and Boat Commission, county officials, township officials, conservation districts, 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania students and faculty, utilities, and coal mining companies. 
      BCWA is committed to reduce the effects of AMD in the watershed. The Association has completed 13 mine 
drainage treatment and reclamation projects in the Blacklick Creek watershed. Through the funding of Pennsylvania 
Growing Greener Grant, EPA 319 Grants, Indiana County Conservation District Grants, and grants from private 
industry, BCWA has constructed passive treatment systems along Coal Pit Run, South Branch Two Lick Creek, Two 
Lick Creek, Laurel Run, and Yellow Creek. 
     There are other positive things happening within the watershed. Indiana County Conservation District has installed 
a lime doser at the Lucerne 3A mine site. The Army Corp of Engineers has constructed a large passive treatment 
system at the Webster Discharge. Work continues on the reclamation of abandoned mine lands. There are seven major 
refuse piles within the watershed. Re-mining of the Revloc refuse pile has been completed and re-mining of the Beth 
Energy Mine 31, Colver Mine, Loraine Mine, and Lucerne Mine refuse piles continues. There are only two refuse piles 
to be re-mined, Vitondale and Tide. One of the most exciting developments is that the Pennsylvania DEP has proposed 
to construct a treatment plant at the Wehrum discharge. This will treat two of the larger discharges in the Blacklick 
Creek watershed. 
      All of the activity within the watershed has had a positive impact on the streams. The concentrations of iron and 
aluminum in many of the streams has been reduced. Acidity in many streams has been reduced, raising the pH of the 
streams. Macroinvertebrates are beginning to return in several streams and sections of the major stream are visually 
improving.  

AmeriCorps Partnership
     This year, BCWA has partnered with Evergreen Conservancy and Indiana County
Conservation District to host an AmeriCorps Volunteer in Service to America
(VISTA). The VISTA works with each organization on various projects to promote
environmental stewardship in Indiana County.  
     Maegan Stump, the VISTA for '17-'18, is a native of Pittsburgh, PA. She recently
graduated from Allegheny College in Meadville, PA where she earned a degree in
Environmental Science. While at Allegheny, she was mostly involved with the Rugby
Team, the Ski and Snowboard Club, and in civic engagement. Before moving to
Indiana in November, she worked in Glacier National Park for the National Park
Service. Maegan joined AmeriCorps to be able to get more experience in the
environmental field while also dedicating her time towards service. She enjoys hiking,
biking, skiing, and exploring with her dog, Milo. Feel free to reach out to Maegan with
any questions regarding herself or the VISTA position. 
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     The Pennsylvania DEP proposed the construction of this treatment plant for some time.  They are calling it the 
Blacklick Creek Mine Treatment Plant which is fine by us.  We are totally excited about getting this project moving. 
Part of this project includes the purchase of three acres of land, located along Blacklick Creek near the small village of 
Rexis by DEP from the Indiana County Parks & Trails.  This property will be used as the site of a pumping station to 
send mine water to the planned Treatment Plant.   
     This plant will treat mine water from the former Red Mill, Vintondale and Wehrum Mines with a capacity to 
process 7.2 million gallons of water per day.   
     Once the plant is constructed and fully operational, it will result in a significant improvement in the water quality 
of 25 miles of Blacklick Creek in Indiana County.  This is a major environmental improvement for an area that has 
greatly suffered for many years from the impacts of abandoned mine drainage. 
     Enhancing the environmental conditions, both on and along the Ghost Town Trail, has been a long-term goal of the 
trail project.  Since the trail’s opening Indiana County Parks & Trails has worked cooperatively with many groups to 
advocate for the improvement of water quality in the watershed. 

Wehrum Treatment Plant

Qualified Hydrologic Unit Plan 
     The Blacklick Creek Watershed Association is partnering with
Hedin Environmental with funding from a Trout Unlimited  
Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) to prepare a Qualified Hydrologic Unit (QHU) application for the Blacklick Creek
Watershed. Watersheds must be "qualified" by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) to
be eligible to receive funding from the AMD Set-Aside Fund. Applying to be qualified as a QHU involves merging all
the available scientific data into a report that then prioritizes treatment areas and analyzes the benefit/cost ratio of
treating each priority. The DEP reviews each application based on an in-depth checklist and score sheet. In the past,
the DEP was the only body able to qualify watersheds to receive Set-Aside funding, but they recently opened up the
process to the public. Since applying to be a QHU is new, it is still being determined how to most effectively navigate
the application process. If successful, the Blacklick Creek Watershed will be among the first watersheds to be qualified
as a QHU since the state made that process public. In the case of the Blacklick Creek Watershed, it is likely that more
data collection will be required and that the application will focus on several sub-watersheds rather than the entire
watershed.

Penn Hills Project Update
     The Blacklick Creek Watershed Association received a call 
from the PA Department of Environmental Resources in 
March of 2017.  During their route inspection, it was noted 
that untreated mine water was overflowing the collection pond 
and bypassing the system.  BCWA is responsible for the 
maintenance of the system and contacted Cliff Denholm with 
Stream Restoration Inc. (SRI), who has a grant to fund 
maintenance work on passive treatment systems. 
     In May, SRI sent BioMost to investigate where the partial 
clog was located.  The system is designed to receive mine 
water in a collection pond and pipe water from the collection 
pond to a splitter box.  This system has three vertical flow 
ponds; one third of the water flows to each ponds.  The splitter 
box was inspected and an iron deposit was removed. 
 However, this was not the main problem clogging the 
system.   
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      There were no drawings on the piping at the collection pond. 
 During the previous winter a large pipe had become dislodged and 
was sticking straight up out of the water.  It was thought that this 
pipe was part of the piping to the splitter box.  It was decided to 
remove this pipe to lower the elevation of water in the pond.  When 
the pipe was removed, all of the water was now bypassing the system. 
 The water level went down about 2 feet, but we could still not see 
where the intake pipe was located because of the high level of 
suspended iron hydroxide.      
      

Penn Hills Project Update Continued

In Memoriam of Bob Eppley
     He has been called many things but Dr. Robert L Eppley Jr was always an 
advocate of all things environmental.  He was an environmental scientist and 
chemist.  Our friend Bob passed away on December 24, 2017.   
     He served as the president of WPCAMR (Western Pennsylvania Coalition 
for Abandoned Mine Reclamation) for 10 years.  He was a long-time member of 
the Blacklick Creek Watershed Association where he spearheaded a dozen 
mine drainage treatment and reclamation projects in our 420 square miles of 
watershed with 270 miles of streams polluted by acid mine discharges from 
more than 300 coal mines and 170 coal refuse piles.   
     He received the Evergreen Conservancy’s lifetime achievement award and 
the Pennsylvania Abandoned Mine Reclamation Mayfly award. 

     It was decided to pump the pond to lower the water level further to find the intake pipe.  The intake pipe was 
finally located, laying on the bottom of the pond in partially decomposed leaves and iron hydroxide sludge.  The pipe 
was shortened and a tee was installed to help prevent this from happening again.  Concrete blocks used to hold down 
the old pipe were reused to hold the new pipe in place.  Flow to the system was restored and has been operating for 
several months without any problems.   
     We’d like to thank Cliff Denholm with SRI for his technical assistance and BioMost for the quality work.  

     Bob did not hesitate to talk to the Secretary of the PA DEP or legislators to advocate for funding and/or 
legislative changes in an aggressive but tactful way.  He seemed to know everyone.  If you were looking for 
someone involved in some area of environmental work, he would know who to contact. 
     In addition to working on AMD projects, he was an avid spelunker.  He loved hiking and checking out and 
discovering caves.  He actually discovered approximately 104 caves between Westmoreland County and Indiana 
County.  In addition he inspired others to go out and look for caves, helping to document 327 caves in 
Westmoreland County and served as a contributing editor to Caves of Westmoreland County, Mid-Appalachian 
Bulletin 20.  He was a founding member of the Loyalhanna Grotto in 1987. 
     He will be missed and can be called without hesitation a watershed hero.   


